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must be submitted to the Senate; and these general arbi-
tration treaties wonld then cease to be such, and indeed in
their amended form they amount to a specific pronounce-
ment against the whole principle of a general arbitration
treaty.

"The Senate has, of course, the absolute right to reject*
or to amend in any way it sees fit any treaty laid before it,
and it is clearly the duty of the Senate to take any step
which, in the exercise of its best judgment, it deems to be
for the interest of the nation. If, however, in the judgment
of the President, a given amendment nullifies a proposed
treaty, it seems to me that it is no less clearly his duty to
refrain from endeavoring to secure a ratification, by the
other contracting power or powers, of the amended treaty;
and after much thought I have come to the conclusion that
I ought to write and tell you that such is my judgment in
this case."

The clear notification in the closing passage of this letter,
that if the amendment was adopted the President would
abandon the treaties, was not heeded, for in executive ses-
sion, on February 11,1905, the treaties as amended by the
Committee were ratified. When they reached the Presi-
dent, Secretary Hay, on February 13, 1905, made the fol-
lowing statement, which he had drawn up in accordance
with the President's instructions:

"The President regards the matter of the general arbi-
tration treaties as concluded by the action of the Senate on
Saturday. He recognizes the right of the Senate to reject
a treaty either by a direct vote in that sense, or indirectly
by changes which are incompatible with its spirit and pur-
pose. He considers that with the Senate amendment the
treaties not only cease to be a step forward in the cause of
general arbitration but are really a step backward, and
therefore he is unable to present them in this altered form
to the countries with which we have been in negotiation."

In conversation with me at the time, Secretary Hay ex-
pressed himself as disheartened and completely discour-